
 TOWN OF COVERT, SENECA COUNTY 
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING  

October 12, 2026 

 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, October 12th, 2026 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.  

Roll Call: Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
Deputy Supervisor Deborah Nottke Present 
Councilwoman Barbara Soyka Present 
Councilman Ben Guthrie Present 

Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Town Attorney Patrick Morrell, Highway 
Superintendent Jeff MacCheyne, Code Enforcement Officer Roger Ward, Trumansburg EMS 
Administrator Joel Fey, and other interested citizens. 

Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. All rose for the pledge of 
allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes: Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to approve the minutes from September 14th 
Regular Town Board Meeting. Aye-Soyka, Aye-Guthrie, and Aye - Nottke. 

Presenter:  Joel Fey, Trumansburg EMS, spoke about changing practices based on an understanding of 
EMS as a whole. He said that EMS is classified as Transportation with the Federal Government. He said 
that they can never break even or cover costs; they would need to be a Public Service that has subsidies.  
He said that although their ability to collect insurance has not improved, there’s been an increase in the 
use of medications and procedures. Fey said that they are looking to increase revenue, but would like 
state and federal subsidies, which are currently less that 1% of the state budget. There is a bill to make 
EMS an essential service, but he thinks it won’t change the law or improve services. It is required for the 
ambulance service to file a certificate of need proving we have need, with NYS DOH. He said that the 
Town has control in decisions as part-owners. 

He said that they are at the tipping point for call volume and will need a new ambulance soon; they 
currently have one running and one back-up.  

Fey mentioned that the new station will be just for EMS. 

Fey said that there is $15,000 overdue to Covert in the past 9 months. It was noted that 10% of their 
budget is collections. 

To increase revenue, he would like the option to send debtors to collection agencies. Another possibility is 
to increase the amount billed to insurance. He said the options for collections would be that #1 everyone 
is sent to collections, #2 everyone owing over a certain amount are sent to collections, or #3 only people 
living outside of the Town are sent to collections. He said that the Charity Care policy should be made 
public as an option for those who need it.  

Lastly, he would like to see amendments made to the ‘Treat and Release’ ALS, proposing that it be raised 
to the same as the transport charge of $1250, BLS T&R: $250 to 450??, MBA surcharge: $1150. 

 

Highway: MacCheyne reported on the activities for the month of September. Regular maintenance was 
done on all equipment. 

MacCheyne reported on the situation on Lakeview St. He said the residents were given an ultimatum to 
move in 30 days time. Mike Karlson did not want to deal with creating a new survey since the old markers 
were found on the Town property. MacCheyne said that they can move the shed that is slightly over the 
line, but everything behind it has to go. A fence for the Town property was suggested. 
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MacCheyne said that Romulus’ roller was valued at $28,000 to 35,000. They are asking the Town for 
$25,000 (?) He said it is a good machine, clean, and can be stored for winter in the old salt storage area. 

Town Clerk: Adams-Compton said the Town is due for a dog enumeration. She would like to just send a 
mailing to residents who have no licensed dogs on file. 

Committees: Nottke said that Three Falls LDC has a draft of their 2027 budget. It will include money for 
hiring an events planner/manager.  

Nottke said that Ulysses was given property for a park and the LDC will also be collecting donations for 
that park, so donations to Covert’s Three Falls State Park should be marked as such. 

Nottke said the Town is still in arrears with Three Falls LDC. She and Catherine still do not have a vote but 
she believes that they would be supported by other voting members if membership fee payments were 
up to date.  

Guthrie reported on the old Town Hall, that windows were painted and would be up soon. He would like 
to rent a lift to clean the gutters. He said that Peter Cooke could jack up the floors. 

Guthrie said that the TeraWulf data center resolution needed just a couple edits…. 

Town Supervisor: Reynolds ……….County personnel policy, in order to update the Town’s policy. 

Attorney: Morrell said the local law for floodplain enforcement has to be approved by the DEC by Oct 
23rd before the Town has a public hearing for the local law.  

Petitioners:  

Resolutions: 

 
Resolution #3 - 2026 

REGARDING TERAWULF’S PROPOSED CAYUGA DATA CAMPUS 
IN THE TOWN OF LANSING 

 
WHEREAS, The Town of Covert recognizes the Town of Lansing’s authority over land-use 

decisions within its jurisdiction; and,  

WHEREAS, At the same time, we respectfully ask our neighboring municipality to acknowledge 

that the consequences of the decisions regarding the TeraWulf Data Center will be regional; and, 

WHEREAS, Cayuga Lake is a shared natural resource of extraordinary environmental, recreational, 

economic, cultural, and scenic importance to communities throughout the Finger Lakes; and, 

WHEREAS, Decisions that could significantly affect the lake and its surrounding environment 

deserve consideration from the perspective of the entire Finger Lakes community; and, 

WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Covert and other potentially affected communities 

have a legitimate interest in decisions concerning a development of this magnitude; and, 

WHEREAS, The Town Board of the Town of Covert is increasingly aware of the potential effects 

of a large-scale data center on Cayuga Lake and its watershed; regional electricity demand and 

costs; noise and light pollution; water use and discharge; air quality; stormwater runoff; wildlife and 

habitat; the scenic character and viewshed of Cayuga Lake; tourism and recreation; emergency 

services and infrastructure; and the quality of life of residents throughout the region; and, 

WHEREAS, Given the scale of the proposed development and the potential for serious detrimental 

consequences and significant impacts extending well beyond the project property; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Covert opposes 

approval of TeraWulf’s proposed Cayuga Data Campus and urges the Town of Lansing and all 

reviewing agencies to protect Cayuga Lake and the long-term interests of the communities that 

surround it; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Cayuga Lake connects our communities and its protection is a 

responsibility we all share.  

Adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Covert, New York, this 12th day of October, 2026. 
Motion: Nottke, Second: Guthrie. Vote: Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, Aye – Guthrie, Aye – Reynolds 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to approve Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution, above.  
Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to schedule Budget Workshops for October 20st and October 27th at 
10 AM. Aye - Nottke, Aye - Soyka and Aye - Guthrie. 

Guthrie moved, seconded by Nottke, to schedule a Public Hearing for the adoption of a proposed local 
law to authorize the Town Board to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2027 that requires a real property 
tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise specified in General Municipal Law 3-c for October 27th, 2026 
at 10:00 AM. Aye – Guthrie, Aye - Nottke and Aye - Soyka. 

Guthrie moved, seconded by Nottke, to schedule a Public Hearing for the Town of Covert 2027 Budget 
on October 27th, 2026 at 10:00 AM. Aye – Guthrie, Aye - Nottke and Aye - Soyka. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Guthrie, to schedule a Public Hearing for the adoption of a local law (Flood 
Plain) on November 9th, 2026 at 7 PM. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 
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Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to advertise in the Seneca Area Shopper for persons interested in 
serving as Town Council member to fill vacancy. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to allow Town Clerk to send out dog licensing flyers reminding 
the public of NYS Ag and Markets dog law, not to exceed $500.00. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and 
Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Guthrie, to approve the Highway Superintendent's report for the month 
of September 2026. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Soyka, to approve the Town Clerk report for the month of September 2026. 
Town Clerk received total of $4,754.00 and $594.17 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of 
September 2026. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Guthrie, to approve the Code Enforcement Officer Report for September 
2026. Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Guthrie, to approve the Dog Control Officer Report for September 2026. Aye 
– Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 

Nottke moved, seconded by Guthrie, that Highway Fund Vouchers #121 – 131 in the amount of 
$150,938.94 and General Fund Vouchers # 198 - 215 in the amount $9,950.53 be approved for payment. 
Aye – Nottke, Aye – Soyka, and Aye – Guthrie. 
 

Nottke made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 PM. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Leslie Adams-Compton, Town Clerk 


